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Technology and design converge in homes of the future

by Laura Dritlein
photography by Carla Seward

Technology offers a full array of enter- What if it could e-mail a shopping list to

taining and intriguing possibilities. the grocery store?
What if a refrigerator had a built-in Or how about telling an oven to start
television? heating dinner, you’ll be home in an hour?
What if an Internet-connected refrigera- New technology for the home emerges

tor could download recipes and record ingre- every day. Options coming on the market
dients by reading bar codes? It could moni- now, and concepts still on the horizon, are
tor how long a product has been on its attractive to multi-tasking homeowners.
shelves, tell when contents are running low An Internet-connected refrigerator is
or check expiration dates. available that can connect with the stove and
microwave and direct them to set tempera-
tures and timers.

Today’s smart-home technology “takes
ordinary electronics and makes them more
useful,” says Sean Jacobs, owner and sur-
faces specialist of JP Kitchen Design in
Oconomowoc.

Technology for the home is advancing
quickly, and so are the options. It is really up
to individual homeowners to decide how to
use new technology in practical ways.

Late at night, a touch of a button opens the
garage door, turns on outside lights and
switches on the necessary lights inside the
home. This technology appeals to the security
conscious, as well as those looking for conven-

ience when there are armloads to carry inside.

Technology is changing the world of kitchen design. Kitchen showrooms A security system combines a video cam-
are not only featuring countertops and cabinets, but technology as well,
as in this model Kkitchen in the showroom at JP Kitchen Designs in

Oconomowoc. ing and communications. A visitor ringing

era system with the home’s doorbell, light-
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A visitor ringing the doorbell activates lighting and a video camera, and it allows the

homeowner to see and communicate with the visitor.

the doorbell activates lighting and a
video camera, and it allows the home-
owner to communicate with the visitor.
The same system can be connected to a
home’s phone system and television.

Technology is also changing the
world of kitchen design so that kitchen
showrooms are not only featuring coun-
tertops and cabinets, but technology
as well.

The convergence of technology and
home design is a result of “cocooning”
that “stems from 9/11, when people
wanted to stay in, but disposable
income was still there,” Jacobs says.

The kitchen is often thought of as
the heart of the home, but it can also
be the hub of activity. A new system
features a 5.4-inch, flat-panel LCD
sereen that can be installed to control
the housewide intercom, funnels music
throughout the house, controls heating
and cooling, and can monitor cameras
installed in a baby’s room or aimed at a
shoreline. The system can even run
televigions and DVD players.

For homeowners who prefer to take
the connectivity and the control panel
with them throughout the house,

makeing your computer a multimedia
system. A television is hooked up to
the computer, making it useful to view,
store, organize and edit home photos
and home videos.

“Some of these items aren’t cheap,
but the price will keep coming down as
time goes on,” Jacobs says.

In the future, homeowners will be
looking for even more gadgets and
gizmos.

One high-tech concept that has
been discussed but is not available yet
is a crystallized-glass countertop. The
image within the countertop could be
programmable, showing images to
match your deocor or customize your
kitchen. Kitchen designs change about
every 10 years. “What if you could
change the appearance of your coun-
tertop just by hitting a button on your
keypad?” asks Jacobs.

As the demand for smart technolo-
gy  grows
bhecomes available, homebuyers in the
future will likely be looking for more

and more technology

technology and automated systems to
be included as standard features.

Imagine the possibilities. g

BEAVER LAKE
W309 N6309 Cindy Lane
East shore! Stunningl Window walls of lake views,
sunsets! 140" excellent frontage. & BRs, 5 BAs, 4
fireplaces. Ready today! $3,500,000. PIN# 99125

THE PRESERVE IN HUNTERS LAKE
W355 52795 Manor House Road
The Preserve in spring. Lake views, natural
prairies, gardens and trails at your doorstep.
Charming, comfortable and captivating! 4 BRs,
2.5 BAs. Sunroom. 5,700 sq. ft. of quality.

$998,000. PIN# 54385

Spring 2006

GOLDEN LAKE
290 S. Golden Lake Lane
Style and substance blend to create the eclectic
and the unexpected on calming waterfront.
Flooded with natural light, color and texture to wel-
come, not overwhelm. 4 BRs, 3.5 BAs. Designer's
signature home! $1,675,000. PIN# 15895
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