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Move over, granite!

The latest countertops
blend high style with
eco-friendly smarts

&y Dabardk T-,ulm

runite’s reign us the

muost popular choiee for

high=eni kitchen coun-
Lertops may be coming Lo an wil.,
Innovative, ecosfriendly, manmade
products are low maintenance, avail-
ablo in myriad colors and have the
aame visual appeal,

Bean Jucobs of JP Kitchon Dogign
Htudio in Oconomowoe seed alterni
tiviss to natural stong gaining in popu-
larity, “The eurrent hot trond (s
qpunrts, Quarts a8 o eategory had zoro
marlet share in 1997, Toduy (s equal
to granite in sgquare footage
inatalled,” ho snys. Quartz (8 a non-
porous manmads gurface that, unlike
pranite, required no HHH"HH il
repisnts i pattern, glving a more uni-
furm appearines,

“I mewr Lhe next trend being con-
erete and its various nggregate com-
potients,” predicts Jacobs, He citos
Vetrnzzo, n brand from Californin

Made from recycled glass, Vetrazza
counteriopi coma in many ealari.

JORL PULIATT] FON VETHAZIO
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that repurposes glass from decommissioned A [

traffic lights, windshields, and used bottles, A Lifestvl ' Rt o o h
brilliant blue finish ealled Cobalt Skyy uses only seie;t:;}ai:uni :;I[";”‘P; ..k:].; ﬂi"‘: :"h:;mper_
rEE}TEIEd SRYRROCR D10 for exusme. ties of stone with a honed finish to roll out

1 sme soice dough. Serious cooks like the heat and stain
resistance of granite. They also like the function

Countertops are more than just a surface for
5 < of solid wood tops for chopping,” Schmidt says.

food prep; they are a statement of your style.

Perhaps you want something exciting, like a Young families may have tighter budgets
surface in a bright acid green, or something than empty nesters, “Laminate always ranks
with some =parkle, but you first in value,” comments
worry that it’s too much fora | Jacobs. _“[1‘5 heen thr_: most
large area. Use it for your innovative segment in the

countertop industry over the

past five years, with new aes-
thetics and finishes that repli-
cate the look and feel of natu-
ral stone.”

For those prone to spilling,
stain-resistant quartz compos-
ite may be the solution. Acidic
foods like lemons, wine and
tomato juice will eat through
the sealant used on granite.

A surface that is easy to
clean and keep germ-free is
important to everyone, but

wet bar or built-in desk to get
the impact without commit-
ting it to an entire kitchen.

“(Glass with an artistic
design really makes a state-
ment,” 2ays lead designer
Terri Schmidt of Dream
Kitchens in Delafield. Metal
countertops of pewter, copper
or stainless steel are also very
luxurious. Another option is
Pyrolave, a voleanic slab
material that is fabricated like
stone but glazed like tile.

JOEL PULLATT] FOR VETRAZZIO

DREAM KITCHERS

Complementary cement countertops, o mosaic tile backsplash,
and stone accent wall create a clean, modern space.
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I WITEHEN DESIGN STUDIO
Quariz countertops are galning In popularity. A manmade surface, quartz comes In a multitude of colors,
has consistent patterns, and Is nenporous, so does not require sealing like granite.

eapecially to those with young children. Sechmidt  ways to integrate wood into countertops made
snys, “A solid surfuce; in general, is the most of other materiala,
hygienie: glass, quarts, granite, marble, Corlan,” “{Ineorporating) multiple colora and textures
Eetande of pati remiing n trend. They will nlways make n space
While granite captures the
heauty of natura, many man-
minde produets help sustain the
environmaent. “This {8 the buzz
in our industry, and many
materinls are snterving the
marketplace with eco-friendly
enhancements, menning they
ure recyeling post<industrinl or
post=consumer materinls, Loft
unattended, thess would be in
our landfilla for thousands of
yoars, but instead are used in
todny's surfacing materials,” - i
pays Jucobs. = L AT Fo—
Whieh one Ia the most

GULLEFN COLMAR
ugreen? “I baliove Paporstone Mixing esuntertops defines werk spaces. A butcher=block=
in,” nnawers Jueobs, It has o

topped Island with a small sink make food prep a breeze.

100-pereent post-conpumer recyclod-paper con- more aesthetically pleasing to the eye,” snys’
tent with an ofl resin derived from the shell of 8 Schmidt, “Different countertop materinlg funcs
enghew nut, which makes it impervious to mols-  tion to necommodate différent taska in the

fure,” Seratch-resistant and heat tolerant to kitehon,” she ndda.
A50°, Paperstone cun serve us n cutting board. Complementury countertops create o custom
For chopping and eutting, though, nothing look that blends your personnl style nnd neods,

heats wood, Taday, theve are many crentive i winning recipe for any Kitehen. &



